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Tidbit of the Month: Teenagers represent about one in four (28%) contraceptive clients served by clinics; nearly two million women under age 20 were served by publicly supported clinics in 2001. [Guttmacher Institute]

In this newsletter:

· Call for Participants: MTV Documentary about Teen Pregnancy
· Communicating in Adolescence: Building On Strengths While Addressing Risks
· In the News: Agency skips Congress in bid to block birth control access
· In the News: Work-Based Program Helps Parents Talk about Sex
Call for Participants: MTV Documentary about Teen Pregnancy
This fall MTV will debut a documentary series about pregnant teens.  They are looking for pregnant girls ages 15-17 who are willing to share their stories and their lives.  The focus of the documentary will be on the individual girls and their experiences of what it's like to be young and pregnant, how life changes, what sort of challenges are faced, etc. Each girl will receive an honorarium for her participation. 

If you know of a girl age 15-18 who you think would be a good fit for this project, please contact MTV casting producer Sandra Philippeaux at 212-654-7699 or Sandra.Phillippeaux@mtvnmix.com. 
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Communicating in Adolescence: Building On Strengths While Addressing Risks
This 90-minute archived webcast, presented by the American Academy of Pediatrics, will help health practitioners learn how to incorporate a practical, strength-based approach in interviewing and intervening with adolescents. 

To access the webcast, visit http://www.aap.org/adolescenthiv/YDresources.html
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Agency skips Congress in bid to block birth control access
Twenty-eight U.S. senators, including Ron Wyden, Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, urged the Bush administration Wednesday to kill a proposed regulation that they say could cut off federal money to hospitals and other health care providers that offer commonly used contraceptives. 

The regulation being drafted by the Department of Health and Human Services would also require all hospitals, clinics and health care facilities receiving federal money to certify that they are willing to hire employees who oppose abortion.

… The proposed rule, which is under review but not yet in effect, would essentially broaden the definition of abortion to include the use of contraceptives. According to the senators, the overly broad definition would allow health care corporations or individuals to classify as abortions many common forms of contraception such as the birth control pill, emergency contraception and IUDs.

… "the regulation directly undermines many important state laws. It could threaten rape survivors' access to emergency contraception in hospital emergency rooms, and might even prevent women from learning that this option exists. …The draft regulation could deny access to critical family planning for women across the country," the senators said in their letter. 

"In particular, the regulation, if it is published as it presently exists in its draft form, will define abortion as 'any of the various procedures that result in the termination of the life of a human being in utero between conception and natural birth, whether before or after implantation.' In other words, the draft regulation would define birth control as abortion and therefore allow individuals and health care corporations to refuse to provide family planning."

Click here to read the full article.
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Work-Based Program Helps Parents Talk about Sex

Researchers found that a program held at 13 California workplaces helped parents learn ways to speak with their adolescent children about sexual health. After eight lunch-hour sessions of the "Talking Parents, Healthy Teens" program, parents became more comfortable with topics like birth control, condoms, and sexually transmitted diseases. Nine months after the program ended, nearly all employees who had participated said they had broached at least some sex-related topic with their children. The current findings show the potential to expand the scope of worksite health promotion beyond employees' own health. 

To view the complete study, visit http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/337/jul10_2/a308.
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If you do not want to get bi-weekly SCIP Updates, click here to be removed from my distribution list. Also, feel free to email questions, tidbits, or ideas for future Updates. Thanks!
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